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DEAR RIEN

It seems that in 2023, as humanity, we have definitively entered the most paradoxical period in which we have ever lived.

We know that this year was the warmest in history. Every month from June to December 2023 was warmer than the
corresponding month in any previous year, last July and August were the two warmest months on record, and 2023 was
the first year on record that every day was one degree warmer than pre-industrial levels . According to the European
Union's meteorological service Copernicus, temperatures in 2023 are likely to exceed those of any period in at least
100,000 years.

The paradox is not that it happens. The paradox is that we know for sure that we are creating a situation for ourselves
that will fundamentally worsen the lives of all of us. Paradoxically, instead of investing all our ingenuity and resources in
eliminating the causes of climate change, our day-to-day priorities are completely different.

The path taken by Slovakia as a country and as a society after the 2023 autumn elections is also paradoxical. In
uncertain times, when Russia launched the biggest military conflict beyond our border since the end of the Second World
War, Slovakia is moving away from its allies in the European Union and NATO. Ignoring the fact that the European
Union is a project that brought to our continent the longest period of peace and prosperity that Europe has ever

experienced.

For Ekopolis, the year 2023 was already the 30th year of work for our society, and we are determined to continue to
contribute to Slovakia being a country of people who reject aggression as a way of solving problems, who are able to help
others more and who in their everyday life they will begin to consistently protect the climate and thereby help themselves

and those we care about the most.

Peter Medved, March 2024
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TOGETHER
FOR PEOPLE,
NATURE AND FUTURE.

"Our vision is a country where
people are aware of their
responsibility for the state and
development of the environ-
ment. They are citizens who
participate in the improvement
of civil society, who have the
courage to take a critical stance
and act in such a way that the
future generation also has

a quality life.”

30 YEARS OF EKOPOLIS FOUNDATION

Ekopolis Foundation celebrated an exceptional jubilee in May 2023. For 30 ye-
ars, we have been creating space for efforts to protect the environment and the
growing interest of people to really help our country. We have been supporting
projects of local communities and volunteers within Slovakia for three decades.
Since our inception, we have supported more than 3,867 projects of non-govern-
mental organizations, municipalities and civic initiatives in the amount of more

than 26.9 million. euro

Through grant programs, we try to bring new ideas, innovative programs and,
above all, local solutions to today's environmental problems to society. We su-
pport the activities of non-governmental non-profit organizations in cities and
local communities throughout Slovakia. However, the real value and benefit of

these projects for people and the environment are incalculable.

In 2023, we supported 106 projects, total in € 364 214,80.

Together with the foundations in Bulgaria, the Czech Republic, Hungary, Poland
and Romania, we are members of an international consortium Environmental
Partnership Association, also we are a member of the European Cyclists Fede-
ration, the most influential cycling associations in Europe, as well as European

Greenways Association, an association that is dedicated to the creation, promo-

tion and propagation paths for non-motorized transport in Europe. We belong to
Civilscape, an international network to support the implementation of the Eu-
ropean Land Convention, and we are partners in the Fair Trade initiative, which
promotes fair trade ideas.

On May 24, we officially commemorated the 30th anniversary of our founda-
tion. We planned the celebration for May 31 in the Zahrada - Cultural Centre
in Banska Bystrica, to which we invited our closest friends, current and former
employees of the foundation. And we celebrated it perfectly!

We also ceremonially launched books from Dajama Publishing House — Primeval

Forests and The Most Beautiful Trees in Slovakia.

OUR PROGRAMMES AND PROJECTS

-NVIRONME

PLANTING FOR THE FUTURE

Planting for the future program involves people in the planning, planting and

sustainable care of the trees, which are a symbol of togetherness between peo-
ple and nature. Our goal is the return the trees to settlements and to the open
landscape, which is most affected by human activity. That is, especially in locali-
ties where functional green infrastructure is missing or damaged. An important
part of the approach of the initiative is the support of local communities - active
municipalities, schools, civic associations. Part of the initiative are educational
activities to raise awareness of the importance of trees in the country in the form
of online moderated discussions with experts. Thanks to supported plantings,

a unique database of tree plantings in Slovakia is being created.
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In 2023, 22 projects were supported in the amount of 62 thousand euros. To date,
the Planting for the future program has supported a total of 52 planting loca-

tions, where more than 2,000 volunteers planted 4,123 trees in the open country.

GREEN BELT

The Green Belt grant program supports active citizens and the ongoing care of
environmentally valuable local sites that serve the general public, support nature
conservation and sustainability. The grant program is organized by the Ekopolis

Foundation thanks to a partnership with SLOVNAFT, a.s.

In the 17th year of the Green Belt grant program, the expert committee selected
26 projects, 18 of which received direct financial support. The amount of final
support for the other 8 projects was decided by the public in a vote during March.
A total of 60,000 euros was allocated to the projects.

Inspiring Batovian garden - Top project 2023

The project from Partizanske with the name In the spirit of sustainability is an
initiative and activity of several women and civic associations that work together
here and complement each other synergistically. They started building and plan-
ting the garden in 2019. Since then it has grown beautifully. There are many tre-
es, plants, nooks and crannies, many possibilities for the realization of different
groups - school groups, parents with children, clients of the day center for people
with mental disabilities and the senior center go to the garden. The Batovian
garden received support from Green Belt program for the second time. In 2021,
thanks to a grant, they planted trees, bushes, and plants here. In 2023, they ob-
tained funding to collect rainwater from the surrounding neighborhood sheds, as

the garden relies mainly on this source of water for watering the greens.

TREE OF THE YEAR

The winner of the poll is a tree that remembers the arrival of the Palffy family
to Malacky.

In the 21st edition of the Tree of the Year contest, more than 19,000 tree lovers
cast their votes. They decided that the title of Tree of the Year 2023 will go to
Malacky this time. The old oak from Castle Park received 4,201 votes from the
public and in February represented Slovakia in the European Tree of the Year

voting. The results were be announced on March 20 in Brussels.

Just after the winning oak, with 2,966 votes, was placed the plane tree from Ziar
nad Hronom, which grows in the courtyard of the bishop's mansion. Pine tree
from Zilina, which grows near the well-known Palova btida, earned third place
with 2,112 votes. Each of the winners will receive an assessment and treatment
by experts worth 300 euros. The announcement of the results took place on Oc-
tober 13, 2023 in Bratislava.

Palffy Oak of memories

The Palffy oak is one of the last trees that began to write its story before the
arrival of the Palffy family in Malacky. All you have to do is slow down and the
old tree will tell you stories about noble family, wars, old loves, epidemics, fires
and markets. It is one of the oldest specimens located in the grounds of the Na-
tional Cultural Monument Castle Park, and it, along with trees located in the
immediate vicinity of the manor, make up the composition of the park which

forms a wild forest.

LIVING TRAILS

The aim of the program is to support the sensitive restoration of the Slovak land-

scape and to improve its recreational and educational functions. Since 2008,
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financial support has been focused on restoring and improving marked tourist

trails and public spaces used by tourists.

Thanks to the support of the Horalky brand from Sedita, the Living Trails
program helped 6 localities in 2023. Local volunteers renewed the markings on
50 kilometers of hiking and cycling routes, the volunteers cleaned the sites and
created new resting places. Footbridges, bridges, benches and a tourist shelter

have been added. The amount of 10,200 euros was redistributed to the projects.

Supported projects:

« Volunteers from OZ Ferrata HZS Martinské Hole (Mal4 Fatra) replaced the old
damaged wooden bridge on the secured HZS ferrata tourist route in Martinské
hole with a new steel bridge. At the same time, they renewed the markings of the
entire route (4.2 km).

» The Association for the Development of Mountain Biking created a resting pla-
ce near the old, beautiful Jewish cemetery in SpiSskd Magura and renewed the
markings on the 7km cycling route.

» SZOPK Nizke Tatry restored 2 tourist shelters in Vajskovska dolina and also
tourist markings on 7km of trails in this area.

« Volunteers from the civic association Freedom of Movement restored a burnt-
out hut in Velka Fatra and built a shelter, which will be used for overnight stays
during ridges and as a refuge in bad weather. The project also included the resto-
ration of a 12km tourist route.

» OZ Zelena hora, Hrabusice, focused on the repair of 12 rest benches in various
places of the national park and marking on 16km of hiking trails in the famous
gorges of Sucha Beld, Piecky and Velky Sokol.

» Volunteers from OZ Telekia Vihorlat improved the markings of the access
hiking trail to Morské Oko in Vihorlat and built 2 bridges on the route over the

Okna stream.

PROGRAM FOR SOIL

The For Soil program is focused on the new concept of the so-called regenerative
agriculture, which offers procedures for improving the structure and fertility of
the soil, and thus the country's resistance to climate instability. The long-term
goal is to support the discussion on the sustainable use of the landscape and me-
asures to increase its resistance to the negative consequences of climate change.
The context of the entire program is the goal of decarbonization of Europe and
Slovakia by 2050.

The long-term goal of the program is to support the discussion on the sustaina-
ble use of the landscape and measures to increase its resistance to the negative
consequences of climate change. One of the activities of this cooperation was
the realization of an expert seminar with the subtitle "Regenerative agriculture:
A response to climate change and the global crisis?", which took place on June 15,
2023 in Bratislava. The event was attended by deputies of the National Council,
farmers, representatives of ministries, state institutions, the professional public

and the academic community.

PILSNER URQUELL ENDOWMENT FUND “FOR THE
FUTURE!”

Pilsner Urquell Endowment Fund Slovakia “For the future!” at the Ekopolis
Foundation was established in the fall of 2021. The purpose of the fund is to
support and implement public benefit activities and projects that contribute to

adaptation to climate change.

Brewers, barley growers and experts from the Ekopolis Foundation brought the
unique project For Barley to another region of Slovakia. It applies the principles
of so-called agroforestry, thereby helping to prevent deterioration of quality
soil, improving its fertility and solving the problem with water - its lack and the

risk of floods. Thanks to the project, the Rozkvet agricultural cooperative in the
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village of Odorin in eastern Slovakia planted 75 alder, poplar, willow and elm
seedlings. The planting was preceded by the preparation of a professional study,
which defined specific agroforestry procedures and suitable measures for the co-
operative, which will help it to better influence the regulation of surface runoff

from agricultural areas and soil moisture.

We presented the topics of regenerative agriculture for the first time at the Agro-

komplex exhibition center in Nitra in August 2023.

OUR OTHERS PROJECTS AND ACTIVITIES

BIODIVERSITY ACTION IN TESCO AREALS

The project is aimed at improving conditions for biodiversity at four selected Tes-
co department stores. In the cities of Trnava, Partizanske, Presov and Humenné,
visitors to the Tesco hypermarket can look forward to a more pleasant and beau-
tiful environment. Thanks to the cooperation with the Ekopolis Foundation, it
was possible to modify the adjacent areas and plant new greenery, which will also
improve the diversity of nature in the given locations. In 2023, maintenance of

all campuses was underway.

LEARNING LANDSCAPES - LELA PROJECT
The project is financially supported by the European Structural and Investment
Funds. The amount of the non-refundable financial contribution is €197,144.21

Learning Landscapes (LeLa).

The Learning Landscapes (LeLa) project develops the concept of a unique event
"LE: NOTRE Landscape Forum', which provides an opportunity for informal
discussion, creative interaction and dialogue between landscape architects,

landscape architects and other professionals during workshops and excursions.

Discussion on How to create public space for people?

On Saturday, August 19, a discussion on city planning was held with three
mayors, an architect and the White Crow, as part of the international Learning
Landscape project and was organized by the Ekopolis Foundation and SPU Nitra.
The event was held as part of the HUMANITY festival. The guests were: Vla-
dimir Manka, mayor of the city of Zvolen, Peter Brocka, mayor of the city of
Trnava, Matus Vallo, mayor of the city of Bratislava and Attila T6th, landscape
architect, head of the Department of Landscape Architecture, Slovak Agricul-
tural University in Nitra. The moderator of the discussion was Martina Paulikova

from the Ekopolis Foundation.

The project was successfully completed in 2023.

THREE SCHOOL PLANTING PROJECTS WITH
KAUFLAND

The competition was created as an initiative of the Kaufland company to support
environmental education and improve local biodiversity in the form of planting
trees in school campuses at selected schools. The professional guarantor was the
Ekopolis Foundation, which covered the overall implementation together with
professional interpretation and the participation of pupils in the preparation and
implementation itself. In total, three schools were supported - in Nitra, Komarno

and Bardejov, where fruit trees and bushes were planted.

BIODIVERSITY IN CITY - NOVA CVERNOVKA FOR
PEOPLE AND NATURE

For several years now, we have always been meeting with volunteers from Deut-
sche Telekom Services Europe - Slovakia in Nova Cvernovka in September to help
the local community. It was the same on Thursday, September 21. A group of

active employees will always help with what is current for Cvernovka. This time,
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they worked on digging a hundred curbs in a 50-meter section and digging out
the gravel from the permeable pavement and moving it to a place where they can
practically re-use it again later. The walkway was about 60 meters long and about
4 tons of gravel was carried. The second group mixed and moved the compost,
the matured, sifted part of which was spread into the permaculture garden. We

thank all the skilled volunteers and keep our fingers crossed for Cvernovka.

RIVER OF CIERNY HRON IS A BIT CLEANER NOW -
WE HELP TO CLEAN IT UP!

On May 29, 2023, in cooperation with our corporate partner L'Oréal, we collected
1.5 tons of waste along the Cierna Hron river between Hronec and Cierny Balog,
in a length of approximately 2 kilometers. Volunteers also cleaned the surroun-
dings of the river from the invasive plant - Fallopia japonica. Approximately 70
volunteers helped, and valuable cooperation was also provided by the civic asso-
ciation VYDRA, as well as the mayor of Cierny Balog, who ensured the removal

of the collected waste.

RUNNING FOR THE FUTURE - FOR THE 2ND TIME
RUNNING FOR THE TREES

In June, the 2nd year of the Festival Charity Run for the Future took place, or-
ganized by the J.G. Tajovsky Theater from Zvolen in cooperation with the city of
Zvolen and other partners. This time, too, the participants could participate not
only in a meaningful physical and healthy activity, but the proceeds from the

entry fee again went to the trees in the Planting for the Future program.

KAUFLAND FESTIVAL FOR CHILDREN
The first Sunday of June belonged to the children at the first Kaufland festival for
children. And we were there as well - we also completed an interesting and rich

program when, as part of our activities with the children, we explored trees and

their inhabitants, and together with their parents they could make their own in-
sect hotel or birdhouse. And we also presented the new twin-book Primeval Fo-

rests and The Most Beautiful Trees in Slovakia from Dajama Publishing House.

MEMORIAL LINDEN TREE PLANTING

We ended the planting season of 2023 very symbolically. On the occasion of the
late 90th birthday of the charismatic Olga Havlova, we were honored to be part of
the planting of a commemorative linden tree in M. Culen Park in Bratislava. This
is the sixth tree outside the borders of the Czech Republic and at the same time
the first tree planted abroad in honor of Mrs. Olga in 2023. The symbolic planting
took place thanks to the initiative Vybor dobre vile - Olga Havlova Foundation,
which was represented by director Monika Granja together with a member of the
Board of Directors Mr. Ivan Gabal. The planting was also attended by Norbert
Kurilla, the advisor to the President from the Office of the President of the Slovak
Republic, Jakub Mrva, the vice-mayor of Bratislava - the capital of the Slovak Re-
public, and the dissident, Mrs. Jolana Kusa, was also presented. It is a great honor
for us that we, representatives from the Ekopolis Foundation, closed this circle
and together with our initiative Planting for the Future, we dedicated a symbolic
tree - a small-leaved linden tree, so that it would be a living witness to the legacy
of Olga Havel, the first lady of the Czechs and Slovaks.

PROJECT EKO ALARM
The Eko Alarm project, whose goal was to introduce sorted collection in schools
and spread awareness about the correct sorting and prevention of waste, was

formally completed in 2023.
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CIVIL SOCIETY

ACTIVE CITIZENS FUND - SLOVAKIA

Active Citizens Fund - Slovakia (ACF) is a grant program aimed at strengthening
civil society, supporting active citizenship and improving the position of vulne-
rable groups in Slovakia. ACF supports Slovak civic organizations in involving
citizens in decision-making and in the creation of public policies, in efforts to
create better conditions for good governance, in the protection of human rights
and in the provision of civic education, and in improving the position of vulne-
rable groups in society. Special attention is paid to young people and their parti-
cipation in public events.

Active Citizens Fund is part of the financial assistance of Iceland, Liechtenstein
and Norway to 15 member states of the European Union. ACF in Slovakia is ma-
naged by the Ekopolis Foundation in partnership with the Open Society Foun-
dation and the Carpathian Foundation. In the period 2018-2023, the program
distributed a total of 7.7 million EUR for projects of Slovak civil organizations
and provided other supporting activities, e.g. education in the field of project
management, organizational development and self-financing.

The Active Citizens Fund — Slovakia program is in the final phase of project com-
pletion and final reporting. Total of 188 projects were supported in the project

within three rounds of open calls.

42 projects in the topic of Increased citizens participation in civic activities

22 projects on the topic of Strengthened civil society advocacy and watchdog role
20 projects on the topic of Increased support for human rights and civic education
72 projects on the topic of Vulnerable group empowered

23 projects in the topic of Enhanced capacity and sustainability of civil society

9 projects in a separate Bilateral fund.

Activities:

ANNUAL REVIEW MEETING

From April 18 to April 20, the annual meeting was held within the framework
of the Active Citizens Fund - Slovakia program. The three-day meeting was
attended by representatives of the financial aid of Iceland, Liechtenstein and
Norway, representatives of the Ministry of Investments, Regional Development
and Informatization, representatives of the Norwegian Embassy in Slovakia and
representatives of the management organizations - the Ekopolis Foundation, the
Open Society Foundation and the Carpathian Foundation, together with the ad-
dressed grantees of the Active Citizens Fund program - Slovakia. During three
days, the representatives of the management organizations informed the fun-
ders about the current development of the program, introduced them to specific
projects and pointed out the diversity of the Active Citizens Fund program in

Slovakia.

OUR MARKS

A series of blog posts in the form of interviews, photos and videos that cross-sec-
tionally illustrate the supported projects throughout the program period. In this
form, our grantees leave a link and share their experience with project imple-

mentation within the ACF program.

THE FUTURE OF NGO FINANCING CONFERENCE

On February 15, 2023, the Future of NGO Financing Conference took place in the
community-coworking centre 365.labb in Banska Bystrica. The conference was
about multi-source financing of NGO activities, where the participants learned

"How not to become dependent on public funding sources".
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EUROPE FOR CITIZENS - RECLAIM OUR CIVIL
SPACE!

Project Reclaim Our Civil Space! dealed with the trend of limiting the space for
the activity of non-governmental organizations in Central European countries.
Through this initiative, together with partners from Hungary, Poland, the Czech
Republic, Slovakia, Serbia, Romania, Bulgaria and experts from Norway, we wan-
ted to help connect organizations that are interested in this phenomenon, provi-
de them with more information from the domestic environment and from abroad,
and also bring more skills how to work together and how to deal with this prob-
lem. The partners also collected suggestions and processed proposals for central

EU institutions.

In 2023, we introduced an eight-part Podcast serie about civil society - what the
civil society really is and what are its functions? Why is it good for people to be
able to freely associate in non-profit organizations? Why do advanced democra-
cies make sure that the non-profit sector develops in them and is a problem for
dictatorial regimes? Who makes up civil society, what are its tasks and what chal-
lenges does it currently face? Which trends can we observe not only in Slovakia,
but also in the region? Should the academic community have an influence on
social events? How do cultural and community centers, islands of democratic va-
lues in the regions work? Experts and representatives of organizations answered

all these questions in our new Podcast Reclaim Our Civil Space!.

Project "Reclaim our Civil Space!" was implemented with the support of Iceland,
Liechtenstein and Norway through the EEA and Norway Grants Fund for Regio-

nal Cooperation.

ASSISTANCE TO PERSONS FROM UKRAINE
IN THEIR ENTRY AND INTEGRATION TO THE

TERRITORY OF THE SLOVAK REPUBLIC - NGOS

Non-governmental and non-profit organizations, which since February 24, 2022
provided humanitarian aid to refugees from Ukraine at the border and later im-
plemented integration activities for more than 100,000 emigrants from Ukraine,
who received the status of temporary refuge in Slovakia, could from March 3,
2023, during the year 2023 apply for financial contributions to cover humanita-
rian and integration activities. Resources were redistributed by a consortium of

six foundations led by the Open Society Foundation.

In three open calls, the Ekopolis Foundation supported 16 organizations in the
amount of 2,786,296.60 euros.

The national project "Assistance to persons from Ukraine in their entry and in-
tegration to the territory of the Slovak Republic - NGOs" is a joint response of the
state and the non-profit sector to the crisis situation. It is the result of coopera-
tion between public authorities, in particular the Ministry of Labour, Social Af-
fairs and Family of the Slovak Republic, the Plenipotentiary of the Government
of the Slovak Republic for the Development of Civil Society, the Ministry of the
Interior of the Slovak Republic and actors from the non-governmental sector.
The project was implemented thanks to support from the European Social Fund
and the European Regional Development Fund within the Operational Program

Human Resources.

PROGRAM OF DEVELOPMENT OF THE ROMA
COMMUNITY

The aim of the program is to support projects in Roma communities aimed at
the healthy development of children at an early age and improving the environ-
ment in which children grow up. When implementing projects, great emphasis

is placed on working with whole families and involving the wider community.
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The current year of the program is the fifth supported in a row and is based on

previous experience and results.

In 2023, the next cycle of the Roma Community Development Program, which
has been implemented by the Carpathian Foundation in cooperation with the
Ekopolis Foundation continuously since 2015, was completed. So far, 38 projects
of selected non-governmental organizations with considerable experience in this
topic have been supported under the program. In the last two cycles, the program
focused on supporting initiatives aimed at early child and family care. Supported
organizations have been working directly in segregated locations for a long time
with selected families with children of preschool age. During the cycle, in coo-
peration with the Research Institute of Child Psychology and Pathopsychology,
specialized measurements of children's development were repeatedly implemen-
ted and evaluated with the aim of designing an individual development plan for
each child based mainly on education in the family. The result of the program is
not only that children are better prepared for entering primary school, but also
the verification of the effectiveness of various educational models of early care

for children in excluded Roma communities.

SMART CITIES

GOOD NEIGHBOR

The Good Neighbor grant program is a practical and targeted help in implemen-

ting the ideas of residents from the vicinity of the Slovnaft refinery in the fol-
lowing urban districts of Bratislava: Ruzinov, Vrakuna, Podunajské Biskupice,
Rovinka, and from 2023 also Petrzalka, Dunajska Luzna and Most pri Bratislave

were added.

The Good Neighbor supported eighteen community projects in 2023 and redis-

tributed a total of 32,700 euros to the ideas of volunteers.

The Good Neighbor grant program is aimed at supporting the cooperation of
active citizens, which maintains and develops good neighborly relations. One
of the goals of the program is to support cooperation and partnerships of mu-
nicipalities, school facilities and civic associations. Over the past five years, the

program has supported more than 60 good intentions and useful solutions.

SICYCLE!

The Iron Curtain Route, included in the EuroVelo route network under number

13, is a long-distance cycling route, leading along the former border between the

democratic West and the totalitarian East. It is 10,500km long and runs from
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the Barents Sea in the north to the Black Sea in the south. Due to the fact that
for decades this area was closed to the public, for most of its length it is an area
that is rare from the point of view of natural and cultural heritage, but in many
sections it is less developed, sparsely populated and with less availability of ser-
vices for tourists.

In Slovakia, the EuroVelo 13 Route of the Iron Curtain runs from the border brid-
ge between Hohenau and Moravsky Sv. Jan to the border of the Austrian village of
Kittsee, adjacent to Bratislava. The length is roughly 90 kilometers and, with the
exception of the Bratislava area, it mainly leads through less populated, but all
the more interesting areas along the Morava River. The cycle route is currently
mainly used by recreational cyclists, but it has great potential for cycle tourism
and thus for service providers in the adjacent villages and towns. The ICTr-CE
project (Innovative participatory and sustainable business model for cycle tou-

rism on the Iron Curtain Road) is focused on better utilization of this potential.

The project partners are 11 organizations from 8 countries. The project is imple-

mented thanks to the support of Interreg Central Europe.

WELCOME CYCLIST!

Certification scheme Welcome cyclists! was launched in Slovakia in May 2008.
It is inspired by certification schemes in Germany (Bett&Bike), Austria and
Switzerland and is directly based on the Cyclists are welcome certification. The
goal of the certification is to increase the number of tourist facilities and services
that are adapted to the needs of cyclists and thereby support bicycle transport

and bicycle tourism in Slovakia.

After a pause caused by the COVID-19 pandemic, we renewed our certification
Welcome, cyclists! In 2023 with significant changes. We simplified the criteria

because the original ones from 2008 did not reflect phenomena such as the de-

velopment of mobile information technologies or the boom in electric bicycles.
We have simplified the certification process, we have completely abolished eva-
luators and introduced exclusively self-certification, we have simplified the cer-
tification contract, communication is now exclusively electronic. The big new is
the website www.vitajtecyklisti.sk, which is clearer and more modern. A funda-
mental step was also the decision not to recognize any certification before 2020,
so all tourist facilities were certified anew in 2023, while we mainly focused on

improving processes and catching errors.
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